Dear Parents:

We are excited to welcome families to WFES tomorrow, Friday, August 27th.  Kindergarten and New Student Orientation begins at 1:00pm, and Open House for ALL grade levels takes place at 2:00pm.  Students are welcome to bring their school supplies with them tomorrow so they will not have so much to carry on the bus Monday morning.  Also, we encourage 1st grade students who have Chromebooks to bring the device and charger with them to Open House as they will not be needing them on an individual basis this coming school year. We will have a collection area set up.

To promote safety and minimize crowding, please read and adhere to the following directions for your visit to school tomorrow:
· Everyone over the age of 2 must wear an appropriate fitting face mask in the building at all times.
· Minimize the number of family members who attend. For example, if possible, leave younger siblings and older siblings at home. Please try to limit to one parent/adult per school-aged child.
· Families are to visit only their child/ren’s homeroom teacher’s classroom. Do not visit past teachers or related arts areas. We are hoping to provide students with the opportunity to visit their teacher from last year during a school day in September.
· For contact tracing purposes, please ensure that your family uses the sign-in sheet in the teacher’s classroom.
· Do not linger or congregate in the hallways within the building to talk with other families. You may visit with friends outside after exiting the building.
· So that we can continue our preparations for the first day of school, families are requested to leave the building promptly at 3:00pm.

Find Your Child's Bus Stop
Bus Locator
Get your bus routes and times
Helpful Reminders:
· All WFES students are assigned to a bus, and we encourage all students to ride the bus. Please send them to school on the bus on the first day (and every day) so we can get accurate bus lists and tag backpacks. This is helpful to the bus drivers in timing their bus runs, and will also help the students with routine.
· If your child must be a car rider, you must send a note to school with them in the morning advising the teacher of this arrangement. Please DO NOT email this information during the day. Staff may be too busy with instruction to check email and we will not have this vital information prior to dismissal. If this is a permanent arrangement, please provide the school office with this information in writing. You may bring this information to orientation/open house. In addition, we ask that you place a sign (8½’ x 11”) on your front dash with your student(s) name and grade when picking them up from school. 
· If your child attends a daycare program that provides transportation to/from school, please provide the school office with this information in writing. You may turn in this information during orientation/open house.
· All students will be sent home on their assigned bus unless they have a note with alternate arrangements, signed by their parent/guardian. Students will not be permitted to ride any bus other than the bus which they are assigned.
· Remember that masks must be worn on the bus and inside the school building.

WFES School Information
· Hours:
· 9:00am Students can enter the building
· 9:15am Student Instructional Day Begins
· After 9:15am, students must be signed in at the Office by an adult
· 3:45pm Student Dismissal
· Master Schedule:
· 21-22 WFES Master Schedule
· Related Arts Color Schedule
· 21-22 Related Arts Color Schedule
· Specific Classroom Schedules will be shared 8/30
· Students should dress for PE every day and for outdoor recess
· WFES Phone/fax
· Office:  410-313-5512, Fax: 410-313-5514
· Health Room:  410-313-5515, Fax 443-973-5518

Family File & Student Emergency Card Update
It is time to update your student's Family File information in HCPSS Connect! Family File provides emergency contact and other important information for students within the Howard County Public School System. Completing Family File also ensures you are receiving importation information and updates for HCPSS and MRHS. This information must be updated EACH school year for EACH student.
A video tutorial that explains the Family File process and written directions can be found below:
    Video Tutorial at this link
    Family File Directions at this link
    Spanish Version at this link
Please note, updating your Family File is the only way families will be able to view teacher assignments for the upcoming school year. This information will be available August 25th, 2021. In addition, the school needs this critical information prior to the first day of school.
If you have already completed your Family File, we thank you! If you have not completed your Family File for the current school year, please complete the following as soon as possible:
    Log in to HCPSS Connect Synergy using parent/guardian credentials
    Select “More Options” from the left navigation
    Select “Family File” at the top of the page
    Complete each page of Family File
    On the last page, select the blue Submit button
Once logged in, parents/guardians will be asked to provide or update the following information:
    Student information
    Parent/guardian contact
    Emergency contacts
    Medical information
    Arrival/dismissal procedures
    Media release (photo approval)
    Data confidentiality
    PTA/PTSA directory
Parents who have forgotten their login credentials for Family File may click the “Forgot Password” link on the sign-in page. If you need additional assistance, please call the school or complete the Connect Help Form.
Important Note: A change of address cannot be made through Family File. If you have recently moved, please call the school at 410-313-5568 to make arrangements to send updated documents to staff.
Parents new to the Howard County Public School System will receive a welcome email with instructions on how to activate an account.
Parents may also check a variety of student information and classroom instructional tools offering personalized communication and timely, relevant, and easily accessible information relating to their student through HCPSS Connect

Yearbooks											           If you ordered at yearbook and have not picked it up, you may do so at tomorrow’s Open House. Any yearbooks not picked up will be sent home with students when they return to school next week.  


Important Dates
Friday, August 27th
1:00-1:50pm 		Kindergarten and New Student Orientation
2:00-3:00pm		Open House for Grades 1-5

Monday, August 30
9:15am – 3:45pm	First Day of School for Grades K-5
 
Monday, September 6 	Schools & Offices Closed – Labor Day

Tuesday, September 7	Schools & Offices Closed – Rosh Hashanah

Wednesday, September 8	
6:00pm		Band/Strings Back-to-School Night in the Cafeteria  
 	
Monday, September 13
6:00pm		Kindergarten & Grade 1 Back-to-School Night
 
Tuesday, September 14
6:00pm 		Grades 2 & 3 Back-to-School Night

Wednesday, September 16	Schools & Offices Closed – Yom Kippur

Monday, September 20
5:30pm 		Gifted/Talented Information
6:00pm		Grades 4 & 5 Back-to-School Night

Tuesday, September 28	School Picture Day!

